
2020.09.13 Pentecost 15      Forgiveness Matthew 18 vv 21-35. 
 
 I think that we owe a very great deal to the fact that Peter had a 

quick tongue, and like many of us do, he opened his mouth before he 

thought about what he was saying. On this occasion, Peter thought he was 

being very generous. He asked Jesus how often he ought to forgive 

someone, and then answered his own question by suggesting that he 

should forgive seven times.  

 I am sure that Peter must have had some self-satisfaction in 

answering that it would be enough to forgive seven times. Peter obviously 

expected to be warmly commended for this answer; But Jesus replied by 

saying that a Christian must forgive seventy times seven, meaning there is 

no reckonable limit to forgiveness. 

 Jesus then told the story of the servant forgiven a great debt, who 

then went out and dealt mercilessly with a fellow servant who owed him a 

debt that was a tiny fraction of what he himself had owed. 

 This parable teaches us lessons that Jesus never tired of teaching. 

One of the great points in this parable is the contrast between the two 

debts. The first servant owed his master 10,000 talents - and a talent was 

the equivalent of fifteen years’ wages. That is an incredible debt. It was 

more than the total budget of an ordinary province, the total revenue of a 

wealthy province like Galilee was only 300 talents. Against that background 

this debt was staggering. It was this debt that the servant was forgiven. 

The debt which the fellow servant owed him was a trifling thing; it was 100 

denarii, and a denarius was the usual day’s wage for a working man. It was 

therefore a mere fraction of his own debt.  

 The biblical scholar A. Kennedy drew this vivid picture to contrast 

the debts. Supposing they were paid in the equivalent of 5p. pieces. The 

100 denarii debt could be carried in one pocket. The 10,000 talent debt 

would take an army of about 8,600 carriers to carry it, with each carrying a 

sack of coins about 60lb. in weight; and they would form at a distance of 

one yard apart, a line five miles long.  

  

 Jesus says it doesn’t matter; friend or stranger, a big sin or a little 

sin, intentional or accidental - we should forgive across the board; freely, 

unconditionally, charitably and without any reserve or rancour.  

 

Notices: 

13th Sept: 9am Communion at Flecknoe 

in Grandborough 3pm Harvest, Anglican and Methodist, 

Please let Dorothy know if you would like to come. 

 

A Prayer: 

This I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an 

end. They are new every morning. Great is thy faithfulness. 

 

Our talk this morning was courtesy of Barbara.  

Anne is on leave.  

Blessings! 



 

 

 

 

        

              

 

 

 

 

It can be hard to forgive; but it is even harder to not forgive, for it 

affects our peace – in body, mind and spirit. Pray for the grace to 

forgive; God is gracious and will help us mightily. 


