
A talk from our Reader, Alec Parker, about our situation here, finding meaning from the 
stoning of Stephen and the question of Thomas, to bring new relevance to our situation 
with C-19. It is based on Acts 7: 55-end, and John 14:1-14. 
 
What are we, as Christians, supposed to feel about the world we live in?  Both of 
today’s readings suggest that, at the very least, the world is not our home.  
Stephen dies as though death is irrelevant, with his eyes fixed on the heavenly 
vision.  Jesus holds out to the disciples the picture of his Father’s roomy mansion, 
to which we are all invited.  Is this world, then, just something to be endured until 
we can get to where we really need to be? 
 
After the Holy Spirit had descended upon the apostles on the day of Pentecost 
Peter and others began to proclaim the Gospel with great boldness. The word of 
God continued to spread. One of the most powerful advocates at that time was 
a young man called Stephen.  Full of grace and power, he did great wonders and 
signs among the people.  In consequence, faced with opposition and false 
accusations from the so called synagogue of the Freedmen, he was brought to 
testify before the high priest.  His defence comprised a comprehensive history 
of the Jewish nation.  This included their persecution of the OT prophets, killing 
those who foretold the coming of the Righteous One.  But, worse, this nation 
has now become his betrayers and murderers.  The nation that received the law 
of God through angels have not kept it. 
 
When they heard these things the high priest and associates became enraged. ‘But 
filled with the Holy Spirit Stephen gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God’.  The declaration that the opening of 
the heavens revealed the Son of Man caused them to cover their ears; the 
stoners were ready and waiting. 
 
Jesus is the key, the one who mediates an understanding of how we are to live 
in this world.  In today's Gospel it is easy to laugh at Thomas's stupidity as he 
asks what should have been obvious.  But, actually, he is asking the basic 
religious questions — what is God  like, and how do we get to him? And Jesus' 
answer is the basic Christian answer — 'God is like Jesus and can only be 
reached through Jesus, through following and imitating him?' It is a simple and 
perhps annoying answer.  No system is given, no sets of rules, no course of 
study, with diplomas at the end. Instead a commitment to a person, whose life 
death and resurrection reveal the world's creator and saviour.   



In all the time that Thomas has been a follower of Jesus, he has known that 
Jesus' mission is about God.  Thomas and the others have not always, or even 
often, understood exactly what is going on, but they have grasped that Jesus has 
the power to 'show us the Father'.  They have felt the authority of Jesus, the 
strange compelling newness of his message about God, that makes sense of 
everything that they already knew and had heard about God.  Very occasionally, 
they seem to take the next step and realise that God cannot be understood 
independently of the witness of Jesus.  Now Jesus makes that explicit.  'I am the 
way, the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me'.  
  
So if Jesus is the way we follow, how does that way lead us through the world? 
The accounts in Acts make it clear that Jesus' way is bound to involve suffering, 
but they do not suggest that we should hate the world or count it as essentially 
unreal.  As Stephen dies, gazing at the glory of God, the figure he sees is 
undoubtedly a human one.  The humanity of Jesus, the incarnate God is not 
accidental to God's relation to the world, but essential.  God the creator makes 
a world and gives himself to it, without reservation, even to death.  Our 
commitment to the world should be no less full.  The result of God's self-giving 
in Jesus is the knowledge that every part of what is made, even death, can 
respond to its creator and be transformed.  As we read in John's prologue 'the 
light shines and the darkness did not overcome it'.   
 
The incarnation is, at heart, a message of the most profound hope, a message of 
grace and truth.  In a world of fear, war, plague and despondency, God is not 
distant and uninterested, but is intimately involved in human experience.  As we 
read in Hebrews, Jesus knows the reality of our humanity and is able to 
'sympathise with our weaknesses'.   
 
In Christ we are shown the nature of God and are called to work with God, that 
he might speak through our own frail humanity.  God spoke ultimately in the 
humanity of Christ; he still speaks in the humanity of his people.  The hand that 
reaches out, the love that encircles, the eyes that weep, the face that smiles, 
the mouth that speaks words of encouragement - can all put flesh on the 
communication of God in the here and now.  With our help, God can still speak 
through our vulnerable human selves.   
Amen.   
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