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“For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be confirmed to the 
image of his Son …”  Romans 8.29 

 

When I look at the face of Christ in the Great Tapestry in Coventry 
Cathedral, I see an expression which is curiously difficult to read.  

These are eyes which have seen it all - which have literally been to hell and 
back, but which still look on me with compassion and love.  

I was greatly helped by the observation of the Dean of the National 
Cathedral in Washington, Randy Hollerith, who pointed out a few years ago 
the presence of classic iconography which divides the face in half: the right 
side brightly lit, the face of resurrection; the left is darker, almost sagging, 
the face of crucifixion. 

This is a face for our times, a face that holds both human honesty of loss 
and divine hope of new life. And as we try to read Christ’s face, we are 
challenged to allow him to read ours: what does he see there? Does he see 
what he needs us to share with a world which struggles to name the realities 
of life and death?  

Let’s spend some time gazing on the face of Christ, allowing him to shape 
our expression to his, to offer his compassion and hope to a world in need. 

John Witcombe is the Dean of Coventry Cathedral. 
 
 



 
Enfold us in your peace 
 
When the storms increase, 
keep us, Lord, in your care: 
Enfold us in your peace. 
 
In the madness of the mind, 
in the follies of mankind, 
Enfold us in your peace. 
 
In the storms of our spirit, 
in the weakness we inherit, 
Enfold us in your peace. 
 
In the troubles of the heart, 
and in all that tears apart, 
Enfold us in your peace. 
 
In the breakdown of relations, 
in the warring of the nations 
Enfold them in your peace. 
 
When they know they cannot cope, 
when they give up all they hope 
Enfold them in your peace. 
 
When all around is full of strife, 
when they lose their grip on life; 
Enfold them in your peace. 
 
Readings for today: Isaiah 25: 1-8, Philippians 4:1-9, Matthew 24: 1-14 

 
Notices: 
Services on Sunday 11th October: 
 
Flecknoe 9am Communion 
 
Grandborough 6.30pm Evening Prayer in the Methodist chapel; please let Joy or 
Dorothy know you’d like to come, as it’s small. 
 
Willoughby 11am Pet Blessing Service.  
 Please bring you pet on a lead or in a cage or box, so they will be safe; 
 with, perhaps a few treats to settle them down. 
 Horses, ponies and other larger animals would be welcome outside, and 
 will be blessed after the service inside. 
If you can let Jackie know you are coming, that would be helpful, on 01788 891 191.  
 
 
Services on Sunday Oct 18th: 
 
Leamington Hastings 9am Communion (BCP) 
 
Grandborough Welcome to Worship 11am 
 
 

Listen to Archbishop Justin Welby’s personal 
 message as you ring this number, and press star 
 for the whole message. 
 
Press 1 to listen to ‘hymns we love’ with a talk on 
 each hymn; there are 16 different hymns. 
Press 2 for recordings of different daily hymns. 

Press 3 for chair exercises on the phone to keep fit physically, by Jenny Gray. the 
 exercises are for different parts of the body each day of the week. Good for 
 loosening up the joints and muscles. Use the loudspeaker button on your 
 phone if you can. 
Press 4 for daily reflections for this time, by Pam Rhodes. 
Press 5 for more options – there are three more, for listening in to various daily 
 services. 


