
2020 08 16 Pentecost 11   The Canaanite Woman Mt15: 21-28 
 
Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. A Canaanite woman 
from that vicinity came to him, crying out, “Lord, Son of David, have 
mercy on me! My daughter is demon-possessed and suffering 
terribly.” 
Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and 
urged him, “Send her away, for she keeps crying out after us.” 
He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.” 
The woman came and knelt before him. “Lord, help me!” she said. 
He replied, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to 
the dogs.” 
 “Yes it is, Lord,” she said. “Even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall 
from their master’s table.” 
Then Jesus said to her, “Dear Woman, you have great faith! Your 
request is granted.” And her daughter was healed at that moment. 
 
On the face of it, Jesus appears to have made an insulting racist 
remark. What is going on here?  
 
Israel was a nationalist country. God had decided to reveal himself to 
one man, Abraham, and through him to make a nation to worship in 
faith and truth. It was a fragile people, living on a major trade route, 
with the sea to the west and the desert to the east. It was hard to 
defend, being surrounded by warring tribes, and later overcome by 
foreign empires.  
 
Yet God chose this tiny nation to display his glory; not that God 
needed them to make him feel better. Nor were they any better than 
any other nation, for they were not; they often forsook him for other 
gods. But God decided to demonstrate to the world the goodness 
and mercy of God, through this tiny nation. 
Only by God’s grace did they survive. 

When they were in trouble they would cry out for help and God would 
rescue them, and settle them in peace and safety. When they were 
comfortable again, they turned away to their own desires. God was 
displeased and left them to it. 
 
Yet still, they considered themselves better than other nations and 
looked on them as ‘dogs’. And women were second class citizens. 
 
And so this troubled lady, calling out to the ‘Son of David’, who has 
healed so many in his own country, feels she is one of the dogs. 
Indeed an underdog. 
 
Jesus didn’t answer. His work then and now is to draw out faith, for 
faith is needed for healing. The disciples are troubled because she is 
hysterical with her pleading. She runs and kneels, crying out, ‘Lord, 
help me!’   
Jesus waits until she looks up ~ to see the great compassion in his 
eyes; and he holds her with his gaze. He sees the anguish in her 
soul – for her daughter, yes, but also for all the indignity of her life as 
an underdog. “It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to 
the dogs.” Living in the light of his countenance, she is filled with the 
faith and love in his eyes, so she quips back, “Even the dogs eat the 
crumbs that fall from their master’s table”.  
 
“Dear Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted!” 
She had heard talk of the Christ. But now she knows him, and has 
faith in him; and her daughter is healed.  
 
Many prophets of old had foretold that foreigners would come into 
the Kingdom of God (eg. Is 56: 3 ‘Let no foreigner who is bound to 
the Lord, say, ‘The Lord will surely exclude me from his people.’’) 
Christ was no racist, and showed no discrimination. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayers: 
Lord God, thank you for your great love 
for everyone in our world. 
Help us to have the same love for all those we meet, 
whether in person, or from hearsay, or on the news. 
Grant an end to intolerance and prejudice, 
so all may live in communities of peace and justice. 
 
We pray for our health service and all working in it. 
We request that you would accelerate a good response 
for those waiting for appointments and operations, 
especially for those who are in pain or in distress. 
 
Bless all those who have lost their source of income, 
and enable them to know their immense value, 
and to have confidence in their future. 

 
Bring your healing to the people of Lebanon, Belarus, 
and those affected by the train crash in Aberdeenshire. 
Comfort those in areas of flooding, and all in need.  
Give your peace to those that mourn their loved ones.  
 
 
The Blessing. 
The Lord bless you and keep you, 
the Lord make his face shine upon you; and be gracious to you; 
the Lord lift up the light of his countenance upon you, 
and give you peace.  
 
 

 
 
 

Life is full of difficulties. 
We plead with God to take them away. 

We cry out again and again. 
Yet these very difficulties can bring us 
to seek his face, to look into the eyes 

that are filled with compassion and love, 
and grow in his faith. 

Christ is always faithful, 
and will answer our prayers 

in all sorts of unexpected ways. 
 

Notices: Our Churches: 
There is no church service in our benefice this Sunday, the 16th. 
 
Sun 23rd there will be a Holy Communion at 9am at 
Grandborough. 
 
Sun Sept 6th there will be Holy Communion, 11am Leamington 
H’gs. Many services will run for all the churches from then. 
 
  
BBC 
On radio 4 at 8.10am Sunday Worship from a Welsh Methodist 
Church on “When our plans change”. 
 
On TV: Songs of Praise is at 1.15pm. 


