
Pentecost 6:  “In for the Long Haul.”  
 
The parable of the sower is so familiar it seems irrelevant. Yet today 
in our new situation, it offers a true challenge. For it’s more and more 
evident that there are going to be resurgences of Covid-19. 
 

How can this parable help? Let’s see: the seed is God’s word; when 
trodden down it cannot grow a root; in the shallowness of thin soil it 
gives up easily, and in trouble falls away. Where the weeds of the 
deceitful-ness of wealth choke the word it becomes unfruitful. But ‘in 
good soil’, those that listen well have understanding and insight and 
produce overflowing fruitfulness. (Mt13:1-23) 
 

 Luke’s gospel describes other soils as not bearing fruit to maturity; 
but those with a good heart, hearing the word, hold it fast, with 
patient endurance, steadfastness and perseverance. (Lk 8:15-28) 
 

The situation we find ourselves in shows we are ‘In it for the long 
haul.’ I find myself tired and longing for normality, struggling to cope 
with more that is to come. Depression threatens. Is it possible to 
come to the place of patient endurance and steadfastness? 
Especially for the months ahead? What can sustain us? 
 

The word comforts and challenges – it is holy food. The words of the 
gospels nourish and inspire, bringing under-standing. It’s a good 
read. The companionship of others from the church nourishes, too, 
whether it is on-line, in church buildings, on the TV or on the phone. 
Encouragement is needed; love and laughter, and the prayers of our 
companions on the journey of life. Some in the church have a 
ministry of phone calls. It is a calling in itself.  
 

Prayer nourishes our relationship with God. It needs time; yet is often 
by-passed by the distractions of busy lives.  
Stillness creates the space to be with the creator of the earth, and to 
receive a response.  

What time of day is best for you? First thing works for me, before I 
get too busy. Prayer is a safe space to speak the unspeakable, to 
open the locked thoughts, to find acceptance in the eyes of a 
welcoming Father. God sees and longs to hear our doubts and 
needs, our anger and questions. 
 
Some folk make a small prayer space in the home, with meaningful 
things – a Bible or a chosen verse, a candle, a picture, or a cross; 
whatever helps. A chosen place to be with God. Who knows, God 
may meet with you there, face to face one day. 
 
And Holy Communion, the wondrous touch of Christ, “This is my 
body, broken for you. This is my blood, shed for you.” Here’s food for 
the discouraged, the frustrated, those that find the future hard to 
face. 
 
Dr Isabella Hamley, chaplain to the Archbishop of Canterbury, spoke 
on ‘Thought for the Day’ (7th July). She’d caught Covid-19, but wasn’t 
worried for it’s usually mild. But she developed severe symptoms 
requiring hospital treatment. For her, as for many, pneumonia 
resulted in 3 months of severe chest pain and debilitating weakness. 
Now, in her daily walk, she makes slow progress and finds it harder 
to breathe.  
 
She looked at the book of Job; he lost everything: his children and 
his health; after a week his friends lost sympathy and made 
suggestions, even blaming him. Job fought the meaningless-ness, 
demanding justice, battling with fear. In the end he never found out 
why he suffered, but he did meet with God face to face. 
 
Isabella saw how people can lose everything. “Be prepared to walk 
with them for the long haul.” Receiving the nourishment that grows 
resilience will rebuild lives – our own, and in our ministry to others. 
 



Prayers 
Blessed are you, creator of all, 
to you be praise and glory for ever. 
As your dawn renews the face of the earth 
bringing light and life to all creation, 
may we rejoice in this day you have made. 
As we wake refreshed from the depths of sleep, 
open our eyes to behold your presence 
and strengthen our hands to do your will, 
that the world may rejoice and give you praise. 
Blessed be God, father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
or 
The night has passed and the day lies open before us; 
let us pray with one heart and mind. 
 

as we rejoice in this new day you have made, 
so may the light of your presence, O God, 
set our hearts on fire with love for you, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
you taught us to love our neighbour, 
and to care for those in need. 
Shine a light on who we can encourage and support, 
especially in this troubling time, 
that we may bring consolation, hope and light 
by journeying with them in their darkness 
through the love of Jesus Christ. 
Amen 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Notices 
There will be a communion service at St Nicholas, Willoughby at 
11am this Sunday 12th July. You would be welcome at this service. 
All our services are being made as safe as possible, so that you can 
relax and enjoy them. Ring me, or one of the churchwardens if you 
would like more information. (01788 438 561 for Anne) 
 
Next week, the 19th, communion will be celebrated at St Mark’s 
Flecknoe. Services at Grandborough and Leamington Hastings are 
yet to be arranged. Watch this space! 
 
 
. 
 
 
 
 

Willoughby Church will be open from 11am 
on Sundays to 6pm, 
Grandborough Church also opens on 
Sundays;Fleckoe’s is open most days. 
Ring for opening Leamington Hastings; it all 
for you to visit and enjoy the quiet space and 

gentle atmosphere in  
the presence of God. 

Jill Tucker, one of the Area Deans, writes: My six month old 
grandson spends much of his time looking into his mother’s face, 
and smiling.  An expression of mutual love.  Prayer is like that, a 
looking into our Father’s face and smiling, sensing his love for us. 
It is a knowing, in that moment, of his care for us. It is a response 
to God’s invitation to come home to where we belong, and for 
which we were created, and where his arms are stretched out 
wide to receive us; where we find forgiveness and acceptance, 
strength and endurance, a sounding board for our grief, and a 
presence in our loneliness. 


