
2020 06 28 Pentecost 4: the Signs of the Times 
Jesus talked to his accusers about the ‘signs of the times’. “You say, 
‘Red sky at night, shepherds delight; red sky in morning, shepherd’s 
warning.’ But you cannot read the signs of today.” They couldn’t see 
that God was there with them doing something different to what they 
expected. 
Are we in the same danger? We live, on the whole, sheltered from 
the storm of Covid. But in our society there is racism, terrorism, 
scams, homelessness, underpaid care workers who have to go to 
food-banks after work; and a huge disparity between rich and poor. 
It’s easy for those of us who own our own houses with savings and a 
pension or two. Is this the ‘signs of the times’? What is God calling 
us to do? 
 
If we do little for the poor, little about injustice or prejudice, what will 
become of us? Can we still claim to be trusting in Christ and serving 
him? Are we and our churches just looking after ourselves, our own 
worship and buildings? We can’t do everything, but assisting others 
is worship, too. God desires both – our personal and collective 
worship and our service to others. 
 
Many people have done great things through listening to God’s call: 
William Wilberforce for slavery, Shaftesbury for mental health, child 
labour and factory laws, the Wesleys for reform of Christian living. 
They didn’t work alone; others gathered around them to give support, 
through the years of working to abolish evil practices. 
  
There’s modern-day slavery in our own day.  In our meat factories, 
people do heavy work side by side, breathing heavily in cold 
conditions – perfect for transmission of Covid. Some sites have 
dormitories, housing several people together, and they travel 
together on buses to work; they are low paid, and may fear to 
declare their symptoms for fear of losing pay.  

They often do not speak English and may be reluctant to raise 
concerns. (https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/53137613)  
Unions have also said the living conditions of many low-paid workers 
in these factories is another contributing factor, as is time spent by 
colleagues in communal spaces such as locker rooms and shuttle 
buses. (https://www.theguardian.com/business/2020/jun/19/three-meat-factories-in-england-and-
wales-closed-over-coronavirus) 
 

 
But what can we do? Here’s something you may like to consider: 
 
We can pray for a real change in the working, housing and travelling 
conditions for all these people, and for a living wage. 
 
We can tell others and encourage them to see the injustice. 
 
We can write to our MP –  We can speak out about this form of 
slavery, where people’s lives are at risk, and ask that swift action is 
taken, that factories are frequently inspected, that the law is 
enforced.  
For all of Leam Valley Benefice, our MP is Jeremy Wright. He has been 
appointed as a Member of the Committee on Standards in Public Life.  
Mr Jeremy Wright MP, Jubilee House, Smalley Place, Kenilworth, CV8 
1QG 
Telephone: (01926) 853650 
Fax: (01926) 854615  
Email: wrightjp@parliament.uk 
Website: Jeremy Wright website 
 
(Whether you write a letter or email, put your name and address clearly. 
That will mean he has to reply (and has to take it seriously.)  Request 
politely, asking boldly for the changes you desire to see. It’s our job to hold 
our MP to account. It’s his job to represent his constituents, and to hold the 
government to account, even during Covid.  
Use some strong words like ‘I urge you’, or ‘extremely important’ to help 
him see the need is very real.) Here we go… Dear Mr J. Wright, MP…) 

Does this have anything to do with us? Very much. We are people 
with a vote, responsible therefore for what happens in our country.  



Notices: 
We are coming out of lockdown – tentatively, out of concern for 
another outbreak. We are so blessed in Leam Valley to have had so 
few infections. 
As you will have heard on the news, churches are allowed to have 
worship from the 4th July. That’s a big step forward, as we have only 
just decided to open our churches for private prayer! It’s a welcome 
step, though our church staffing is low, and we need to make sure 
that everything is safe, and do a risk assessment first. Then, when 
we are certain it is safe and welcoming, we will do it! 
 
Bishop Christopher is encouraging: 
“We will need to recover, of course, but we are called to do more 
than recover. We are called to renewal, to resurrection, to keep 
moving with the purposes of God fulfilled in Jesus who died, was 
buried and rose again for us and for our salvation. Now as in every 
time, especially times of threat and danger, we are invited to receive 
the power of God that raised Jesus from the grave.”  
 

 
 
 

 
Services this Sunday: 
Our own Breakfast Service from Flecknoe online! Click on the 
website: www.stmarksflecknoe.co.uk   at 9am or after 9am, this 
Sunday. r on their FaceBook page. 
 
On this Sunday, Coventry Cathedral 9.15 - 9.45 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpA7IplNnXF-5NApwSV8vAw  
on YouTube 
 
Any day, any time delightful Morning Prayer at Canterbury Cathedral 
YouTube channel for video MP services 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCL4_2pO--uILxV6LSRfjOpw 
 
BBC One TV main service is usually at 11.50am. 
And radio 4 at 8.10am (this was excellent last week). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We look forward to seeing you one day soon! Love, Anne 
 
  

So, we plan to have a Holy Communion Service at Flecknoe at 
9am on the 5th July. It would help a lot if you could let me know if 
you would like to come (anne.hinks@outlook.com), so that we can 
make sure we have a safe space for you in the church. If you can’t 
let me know there will still be a safe space for you. 
 
The following weeks there will be services in  
Willoughby,  
Grandborough  
and Leamington Hastings.  
More details later. 


