
Pentecost 7 Does God ever laugh? 
 

How do you picture God? Is he God of thunder, war-like, quick to 
judge and severe? Or unknowable? Or grandfather like, soft and 
cuddly? Or is he, as one person has suggested, a God of Laughter? 
 
There’s a very ancient name for God: El Shaddai; it means God 
Almighty. It occurs in Ps 91, much read in Covid-19 times. But it 
dates back to much further that, for it’s used as God reveals himself 
to Abram, around 1200BC, the approximate time that he left Ur, with 
his wife and nephew and all their flocks and herds. The name Abram 
means ‘Exalted Father’. God appeared to him and promised he 
would have a son, and that his seed would be a blessing to all 
nations. Years passed (and 5 chapters!), and Sarai, his wife, had not 
had a child; she had given her servant to lie with Abram and her  
child was given the name Ishmael.  
 
At the age of 99, the thought of being a father and Sarai being a 
mother at 90 was laughable; yet God appeared to Abram again and 
said, “I am El Shaddai, God Almighty; walk before me and be 
blameless. Then I will make a covenant between me and you, and I 
will greatly increase your numbers. You will have a son through 
Sarai. Your name will now be Abraham (which means The Father of 
a Multitude of Nations.)” An ‘ah’ was added to Abrams name. “As for  
your wife, she is not longer to be called Sarai, but Sarah (which 
means princess) for she will be the mother of nations and kings will 
come from her. (Genesis 17). Sarai had also received an addition of 
‘ah’ to her name.  
 
Curiously, the names of Abram and Sarai were changed by adding 
the same sound ah-ah, as though God were laughing with the 
parents to be. Combining a pun with their names he put laughter into 
their very names.  

The union of the aged couple will produce Laughter-Isaac. (The 
name Isaac means ‘he laughs’). Abraham fell face down and 
laughed! The humour of it did not escape him, but his laughter was 
not yet in the abandon of full faith. 
 
“Will a son be born to a man who is 100 years old? And Sarah at 90? 
If only Ishmael may be blessed in your sight,” he said.  
 
God answered, “Yes, but your wife will bear you a son, and you will 
call him Isaac . I will also bless Ishmael; he too will father many 
nations.   
 
Later God appeared as three people. Abraham hurried to prepare a 
meal for them and then stood waiting while they ate. The Lord said, 
“This time next year you and Sarah will have a son”. Sarah was 
listening from inside the tent. This time Sarah laughed, saying, “Now 
that I am worn out and my husband is old, will I have this pleasure?”  
 
The Lord said, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, “’Will I now have this 
pleasure?” Sarah was afraid when she heard this, and said, “I did not 
laugh.” But the Lord replied, “Yes you did laugh. Is anything too hard 
for the Lord? I will return to you at the appointed time and you will 
have a child.” The time came when Sarah gave birth to a son and 
they called him Isaac. Sarah said, “God has brought me laughter, 
and everyone who hears this will laugh with me!” 
 
God still gives his promises to his children, blessing them with love 
and laughter, calling them to walk before him and be blameless. He 
is our Father. Some find it hard to relate to him as a good Father; 
perhaps because their relationship with their human father was not 
so good. His desire is to bring healing and joy to each person that 
will receive him, and his son Jesus Christ.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Some prayers: 
God of laughter, 
help us to know that you love and laugh with us, 
 and not at us. 
Enable us to love and laugh with others, 
without judgement; 
that in this time of darkness, 
we may bring light and life to them. Amen 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
you taught us, like Abraham, to know God as a good Father. 
So we ask for an end to this pandemic; 
and that you would restore your broken world, 
and enable us to work together,  
and to look after each other, our planet, and our atmosphere. 
Amen. 
 

 
 There will be a communion service at Leamington Hastings  
     on 26th at 11am 
  You may also like to read Psalm 139 
 
 

The Gloria. 
 
Gloria to God in the highest. 
and peace to his people on earth. 
 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
Almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father; 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen 

Notices: 
There will be a communion service in church at Flecknoe 
 tomorrow, Sunday 19th July. 
 
The service at Willoughby last Sunday went well. People were 
greeted outside and reminded to keep 2 metres distance from 
others; inside they were shown where to sanitise their hands 
(humming 2 Happy Birthdays!) and were then shown to their 
seats, starting at the front of the church so no-one has to pass 
each other too closely. (The seats are already planned at 2 metre 
spaces.) To give  communion I sanitised my hands after donning 
a mask and gloves, and brought it to each person, gently dropping 
the bread into outstretched hands. 

The story of Abraham and Sarah that I have 
related here can be found in Genesis 18, 19 
and 21. The connection with the Hebrew for 
laughter was written by Meredith G. Kline  
in The New Bible Commentary Revised  

 


