
Dear Friends,  
 
What a shock to hear that Covid is coming back. More than disappointing when we were 
adjusting to the new normal - if there is such a thing. So many people suffering. 
 
There’s a biblical story about a man called Job. He was a god-fearing man and a good man, 
working hard to provide for his family, and caring for each of his many children and workers. 
He suffered a catastrophe when all his children were attacked and died on the same day, 
and he lost servants, flocks and herds. Not long afterwards he developed a painful skin 
disease leaving him with itching sores all over his body. 
 
His friends, hearing about his plight, came to give consolation; but seeing his state sat 
silently with him. However, after that they started to argue that he must have done 
something wrong to cause such suffering; he must have sinned in some way against God. 
Job was devastated to hear this and explained that he done no harm to anyone. 
 
He pleaded with God to give him justice, demanding to have a hearing in the heavenly court, 
with all sorts of reasoning. God never told him why he had suffered so much; though in the 
story he was healed in the end, and God upbraided the friends who had made his situation 
worse with their accusations. 
 
Society looks favourably on successful people. They own their own homes, have smart cars 
and live in safety. How easy it is to look down on those who are not ‘successful’, cannot 
afford their own homes or cars and struggle to live. How is it possible to live ‘successfully’ 
with chronic pain, lack of ability, depression, abuse or mental illness? It is not all their own 
fault. 
 
Every person has immense dignity in God’s eyes. 
 
A Prayer: 
Lord, grant your healing balm to those who are suffering in our troubled world. 
Give us your empathy with all in need that all may have a fair share and care. 
Drive away this terrible enemy that is devastating lives, jobs and the economy 
And bring your peace and justice to our world. 
  
Notices: 
27th Sept: Harvest services at Flecknoe 10.30am; there is a good guest speaker, bring 
produce as well. 
                
and at Willoughby at 11am. 
If you are coming to W’by Harvest, please provide a piece of paper and a pencil for yourself, 
and each of your family or bubble who is coming. We have a guest speaker too, so it will be 
interesting and suitable for all ages. 
  
I am going to retire at the end of this year. Alas, I am getting older! But I have enjoyed my 
time in Leam Valley Benefice immensely, and thank you for sharing with me in the churches 
and the villages.  
 
In the meantime I look forward to seeing you! Kind wishes, Anne 
 


