
Leam Valley Benefice  
For Sunday 29th March 2020, instead of our service in church. 
 
Dear All, 
I hope you are all keeping well. I do congratulate you on keeping your spirits up in this difficult 
time, and your sense of humour. Let’s work together to support one another through it. Many  are 
making the effort to shop for those who need it. Thank you! If anyone has not received help yet, 
please let me know and I will find someone to assist you. 
 

For two weeks plus there have been no services on Sundays, and now no churches are open for 
prayer. There will be no palms blessed on Palm Sunday, no walk round the village, no Maundy 
Thursday communion and foot washing, or Good Friday activities for children, or meditation on the 
cross on Good Friday.  
Worst of all, not even the celebration of the resurrection on Easter Sunday. It is unthinkable. 
 

We are exiled from our churches and our social groups by coronavirus. Just as the ancient 
Hebrew people were exiled to Babylon by the King of Assyria. They had to contend with a new 
language and culture, and they were in servitude. They felt not only exiled from their homeland, 
but also from their Temple and their God. They lost hope, they were like the ‘dry bones’ mentioned 
in our reading today (Ezekiel 37: 1-14 Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones – fascinating to 
read. See below) 
 
We too, are living in a different culture, and using telephone and social media to keep in touch. But 
it isn’t enough. Our Sundays and weekdays are turned upside down; and at times, hope is low. 
Fear, anger and doubt attack. And frustration. Where is our God in this? 
 
God assures the Hebrew people that he will bring them back, and will put his Spirit in them and 
they will live. (The word Spirit in Hebrew is also the word for breath or wind. The refreshing wind of 
God blows away fear as he breathes into us.) 
 
In our gospel (John 11: 1-45, Jesus raises Lazarus Lazarus; see below for full reading) Jesus also 
proclaims, “I am the resurrection and the life. God will enable us to endure our exile, he will raise 
us up and give us his Spirit; we will meet again. 
 
Jesus watched and waited for God’s direction as he started the walk to the cross. It was a path of 
suffering, as one by one people deserted him; the religious leaders, some of his disciples, then 
Judas; finally all his disciples ran away, leaving him alone, bereft. (The word Passiontide comes 
from a Greek word meaning suffering). He feels for us in our suffering as we go through this time. 
 
So continue to encourage one another, even though we can’t meet together or enjoy our church 
services and fellowship. Let us keep praying. There are some prayers at the end of this email. 
 
 
Ezekiel 37:1-14 New International Version - UK (NIVUK) 
The valley of dry bones 
The hand of the LORD was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD and set me in 
the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me to and fro among them, and I saw a great 
many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. 3 He asked me, ‘Son of man, can 
these bones live?’ 
I said, ‘Sovereign LORD, you alone know.’ 
 



4 Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones and say to them, “Dry bones, hear the word of the 
LORD! 5 This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, and 
you will come to life. 6 I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you 
with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the LORD.”’ 
 
7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling 
sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. 8 I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on 
them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them. 
 
9 Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, “This is what 
the Sovereign LORD says: come, breath, from the four winds and breathe into these slain, that they 
may live.”’ 10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life 
and stood up on their feet – a vast army. 
 
11 Then he said to me: ‘Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say, “Our bones 
are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.” 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: “This is 
what the Sovereign LORD says: ‘my people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up from 
them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 Then you, my people, will know that I am the 
LORD, when I open your graves and bring you up from them. 14 I will put my Spirit in you and you 
will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I the LORD have spoken, 
and I have done it, declares the LORD.”’ 
This is the word of the Lord. 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 11: 1-45. 
 Glory to you O Lord. 
 
11 Now a man named Lazarus was ill. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 
Martha. 2 (This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay ill, was the same one who poured perfume 
on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.) 3 So the sisters sent word to Jesus, ‘Lord, the one 
you love is ill.’ 
 
4 When he heard this, Jesus said, ‘This illness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory so that 
God’s Son may be glorified through it.’ 5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So 
when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed where he was two more days, 7 and then he said to 
his disciples, ‘Let us go back to Judea.’ 
8 ‘But Rabbi,’ they said, ‘a short while ago the Jews there tried to stone you, and yet you are going 
back?’ 
9 Jesus answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who walks in the day-time will 
not stumble, for they see by this world’s light. 10 It is when a person walks at night that they 
stumble, for they have no light.’ 
 
11 After he had said this, he went on to tell them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am 
going there to wake him up.’ 12 His disciples replied, ‘Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.’ 13 Jesus 
had been speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep. 
 
14 So then he told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead, 15 and for your sake I am glad I was not there, so 
that you may believe. But let us go to him.’ 16 Then Thomas (also known as Didymus) said to the 
rest of the disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with him.’ 
 
17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18 Now 
Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews had come to Martha and 
Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, 
she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. 
 
21 ‘Lord,’ Martha said to Jesus, ‘if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But I 
know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.’ 
23 Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ 



 
24 Martha answered, ‘I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.’ 
25 Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even 
though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ 
 
27 ‘Yes, Lord,’ she replied, ‘I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into 
the world.’ 
 
28 After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. ‘The Teacher is here,’ 
she said, ‘and is asking for you.’ 29 When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him. 
30 Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 
31 When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how quickly she 
got up and went out, they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn there. 
32 When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, ‘Lord, 
if you had been here, my brother would not have died.’ 
 
33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he 
was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 34 ‘Where have you laid him?’ he asked. 
‘Come and see, Lord,’ they replied. 
35 Jesus wept. 
36 Then the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’ 
 
37 But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man 
from dying?’ 38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid 
across the entrance. 39 ‘Take away the stone,’ he said. 
‘But, Lord,’ said Martha, the sister of the dead man, ‘by this time there is a bad odour, for he has 
been there four days.’ 
 
40 Then Jesus said, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?’ 
41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, ‘Father, I thank you that you have 
heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing 
here, that they may believe that you sent me.’ 
43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ 44 The dead man came 
out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth round his face. 
Jesus said to them, ‘Take off the grave clothes and let him go.’ 
The plot to kill Jesus 
45 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, believed 
in him.  
This is the Gospel of Christ. 
Praise be to you O Lord. 
 
Prayers 

 
Below are some prayers from The	Church	of	England about the Coronavirus outbreak. 

  



Prayers	about	the	outbreak 

Keep us, good Lord, 
under the shadow of your mercy 
in this time of uncertainty and distress. 
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Amen. 

God of compassion, 
be close to those who are ill, afraid or in isolation. 
In their loneliness, be their consolation; 
in their anxiety, be their hope; 
in their darkness, be their light; 
through him who suffered alone on the cross, 
but reigns with you in glory, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

  
For	hospital	staff	and	medical	researchers 

Gracious God, 
give skill, sympathy and resilience 
to all who are caring for the sick, 
and your wisdom to those searching for a cure. 
Strengthen them with your Spirit, 
that through their work many will be restored to health; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

  
For	all	of	us: 

O God, 
help me to trust you, 
help me to know that you are with me, 
help me to believe that nothing can separate me  
from your love 
revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

  

The Blessing: 

 
May the peace of God, which passes all understanding 
Keep our hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
And the blessing of Almighty God 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you all 
Now and always, Amen. 
 
 



 
 
 


