
2020 07 26 Pentecost 8 The Kingdom of Heaven 
 
The kingdom of heaven is like the smallest seed a man planted; and  it 
grows huge; like yeast a woman added to 30 kilos of flour, making 
wondrous amounts of bread! (Matthew 13: 31-33) 
 

So, is it talking about heaven being large enough for all of us to fit in 
after we die? Apparently not. For there follows the parable of the 
kingdom of heaven being like hidden treasure that a man found in a 
field; realising the value, he sold everything he had to buy the field so 
the treasure could be his. Also like a merchant looking for fine pearls; 
when he saw one of great value, he, too, sold everything he had and 
bought it.(Mt 13:44-46) 
 
Now Matthew was a good Jew, so he avoided calling God by name; 
the other gospels say, ‘the kingdom of God’. Ah, that’s clearer. So it 
looks like Christ came to bring in a new kingdom, and the first two 
parables talk about it growing, and the next two about it being worth 
everything we own to receive it. 
 
These four parables are part of a whole chapter of Christ’s teaching, 
that Matthew used for his church. It is the middle one of 5 chunks of 
teaching, which in 1st Century terms means it’s the most important.  
 
Jesus gives entry into his kingdom as a free gift to all those that 
respond. It’s not earned by doing good things, but by the grace of 
Jesus Christ, who gave everything he had to save us from the evil in 
the world, so that we might live in his kingdom, in this life, as well as 
for ever. Thus the kingdom grows quietly, like a seed, or like bread-
dough rising. God is patient, not willing that any should perish, giving 
time for a change of life-style.  
 

A mustard tree can grow to 25 feet in the wild in the Middle East. That 
takes many years. Adding yeast to 30 kilos of flour takes a lot of 
kneading, and then patience to wait for it to rise before cooking it. 
 
Christ is not asking for a ‘quick-fix’. He himself was learning about the 
kingdom from the Old Testament through his youth and early adult life, 
and from the age of 30, proclaiming it to the people of Israel. 
 
He looks at us as though we were hidden treasure and costly pearls, 
and gives everything that he is, and everything that he has, to gain our 
attention and draw us on in the kingdom-life. He calls each beloved 
person to follow him in giving themselves into his care and learning 
from him, with the same patience that he shows to us. 
 
Following Jesus is costly. It takes time and patience. There are times 
when it can be like striving to walk up a wet, steep, muddy hill, where it 
is hard to get a foothold. Isn’t that what it feels like at times with 
Covid? Life can be very difficult at times. The temptation to waver in 
faith can be strong. So, lift the foot with one hand to overcome the 
suction of the mud, and place it forward one step.  
 
For Christ walks beside each pilgrim, encouraging as each one 
struggles; holding out a helping hand in the challenging places on the 
journey. “Hold onto my hand, my strength will see you through. And 
there are places of refreshment up ahead.” 
 
Why does he teach in parables? Theologians say  it is because he 
wants us to wrestle with the meaning, to find the truth in them and 
apply it in our own lives. Matthew’s gospel is designed to help us in 
our task to stay close to Christ, debate with him, and get to the heart 
of the meaning - in reading, prayer and discussion, so the kingdom of 
God can grow in this place. 
 
 



Confession: 
O Lord our God, 
Your kingdom started as a small seed, 
but now extends to the whole world; 
it was as small as yeast, but your bread is for everyone. 
Yet we have not loved you enough, 
nor loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
We are sorry and ask your forgiveness. 
Make us more like your Son, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

We thank you that you have invited us into your kingdom, 
and made us welcome to you and to one another.  
Help us to treasure all that you have done for us, 
and to be ready to share that with others. 
 

Show us what we can begin in your kingdom,   
in prayer, in giving, in mission; 
and most of all give us love for you, and for one another,  
that your kingdom may continue to grow. 
and your church be a light to the world. 
 

In faith that our small prayers can go great things: 
we pray for a world where there is persecution of minorities, 
in the Ughur region of China, in Bangladesh, India and Myanmar. 
We pray for justice in Hong Kong; 
for peace in the Yemen and Syria; 
And for your blessing on our own Queen & government. 
 

God of compassion, 
be close to those who are ill, afraid or in isolation; 
In their anxiety, be their hope and light, 
lift up those who are bereaved, and bless those who have died, 
through him who suffered on the cross, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
Amen 

Jack Pechy is now 95 and knighted for his work with young people, 
helping them to believe in themselves enough to be successful in life 
and work. 
 

He carries a card around in his pocket. On one side it reads: 
THINK SMILE 
 

and on the other:  
DON’T 3 Cs   (criticise, condemn or complain) 
Sounds like good advice! 
 
Notices: 

Flecknoe’s Breakfast Service will start at 9am this Sunday.  
 

In College Road, Willoughby, at 11am, there will be Morning Prayer to 
which everyone is invited, particularly those in Willoughby. 
 

I would like to do a Zoom service with hymns in Grandborough – 
would anyone be able to assist with the technology? 
 

In Leamington Hastings we would like to stream services – again, any 
technological advice would be welcome. 
 

Radio 4 service is at 8.10am on Sunday: ‘Great is Thy faithfulness’. 
At 1.15 pm , Songs of Praise will be on BBC One. 
 
Do keep using the Archbishops free telephone line: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


