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Have you ever been in a situation where you have got something right for the first time?  
Imagine perhaps at school when you finally understood quadratic equations; or discovered 
that you understand photosynthesis, or what Shakespeare was saying in Romeo and Juliet.  
You get a well done from your teacher, or an A for your homework.  How do you feel?  Full 
of confidence, you feel that you can take on the world and win.  I dare say there are many 
situations in life when we can feel like this.  Only for us to trip up at the very next step.   
 
We see this in the world of politics people rise to the top and confident in their own 
understanding and abilities, only to be found wanting, discovering that they are not as good 
or knowledgeable as they thought they were.   
 
Peter is a character I identify with, often putting his foot in his mouth.   Did he not listen to 
Jesus? Only a few moments earlier Peter identifies Jesus as the Messiah, the Christ the Son 
of the Living God.  Jesus tells him that this is a God given inspiration; it’s not come from his 
own understanding.  However, when Jesus begins to outline how this messiahship will work, 
through his death and resurrection, Peter feels emboldened to tell Jesus that Jesus has got it 
wrong! 
 
Jesus rounds on him.  The ‘rock’ on which Jesus said he would build his church turns out to 
be, for the moment, shifting sand.  We can feel the house tottering, ready to fall, even 
before it’s built.  Jesus addresses Peter as his arch enemy - Satan.  Get behind me! I’m not 
going to stumble on this rock, get back in line, follow me! 
 
Peter is not simply rejecting Jesus statement that he is going to suffer and die, he is rejecting 
the deeper story of God’s purposes of restoring all creation.  In essence, Peter is rejecting 
the way of the cross. This is exactly what Satan tempted Jesus to do when Jesus was 
tempted in the desert.  Rejecting the way of the cross is not surprising since the way of the 
cross is a continual challenge for all Christians.  The human path of success often seems 
more attractive and more logical and reasonable.  Peter’s outburst ‘this must never happen 
to you’ sounds like loyalty and faith but is shown to be completely wrong. 
 
Have you read the book by Lewis Carroll ‘Alice through the looking glass’?  It’s a fantasy 
world that is seen in a mirror.  Everything is back to front.  In order to get somewhere you 
discover that it is no good running towards it, as you find that it gets further away.  So to get 
there you must set off in what seems the opposite direction.  Everything is inside out.   
To the disciples’ human understanding of how kingdoms are gained and established by 
military might, they see the Roman conquest of their land. Jesus route to establish the 
kingdom of God was through suffering and apparent failure. It sounds nonsensical.  And if 
we are honest we would say the same as Peter.   
 
Jesus’ route to the kingdom is a ‘through the looking glass’ way.  Yes he will be going to 
Jerusalem, yes the kingdom of God is coming even now!  Yes the Son of Man will be exalted, 
but in completely the opposite way than the one they, or we expect.  “Now take up your 
cross and follow me,” Jesus said. 



When little children played ‘follow-my-leader’, you can hear them say, “My turn! Follow 
me” Is that what we say to Jesus? 
 
How do we respond? There was nothing metaphorical about the cross.  It was the means of 
execution .  The invitation Jesus gives us to take up our cross an invitation to walk with him 
in our own vulnerability, refusing to condemn others or to assert our own righteousness.   
Following him will cost everything. For us today who follow Jesus he makes large promises. 
He is already the risen and exalted Lord.  
                    Matthew 16: 21-27   
   
 
 
Prayers: 
We come to this day with different needs: 
some of us are struggling with problems  
 that threaten to overwhelm us; 
some of us are crying out for healing; 
for relevance, for refuge; 
some of us are hungering for what God alone can provide. 
In this time and in this place, 
God is here and meets us face to face.  
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you and against our neighbour, 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness,  
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are sorry and repent of all our sins.  
For the sake of your Son who died for us, forgive us all that is past, 
and grant that we may dwell with you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name, Amen. 
Please pray for school-children and staff, especially at our school. 
 
Notices: September in our churches: 
 
6th: 9 am Communion at Grandborough 
6th: 11am Communion at Leamington Hastings 
 
13th: 9am Communion at Flecknoe 
 
13th: 3pm Harvest at Grandborough 
(This harvest is a shared harvest between the Methodists and Anglicans. It will be outdoors 
if possible, otherwise we will go into the church. As we are spacing people carefully, we 
would request that you contact Joy or Dorothy to let us know you are coming, and we will 
have a space for you. Dorothy can be contacted on: 01788 814 994. And you will be very 
welcome!) 
 



20th: 4pm Harvest at Leamington Hastings 
 
27th Harvest at Flecknoe – time to be decided. 
27th: 11am Harvest at Willoughby; please let Jackie know you are coming by ringing 01788 
891 191. 
 
In future months there will be only one main service in each church in order that we can. 
Alas, Covid has not gone away.  
 
It is hugely important to keep socially distanced when we meet with our friends, to wash 
hands frequently, and to wear a mask in shops and in church (unless you have breathing 
difficulties).  
 
It is equally important not to be too afraid to have social occasions. Because we are taking 
precautions, getting out and being sociable is good for our well-being.   
 With my love, Anne x 


