
Talk for Sunday 23rd May 2020.  By Karen Hatch, Reader. 
 
The readings for today: Acts 1: 6-14 and John 17: 1-11 
 
Happy Easter! This is the last Sunday when we can say this!  Today is the seventh 
Sunday of Easter.  
 

   
 
Thursday 22nd May was Ascension Day, when Jesus was taken up into heaven after his 
appearances to the disciples, and many others, following the resurrection. Next Sunday 
is Pentecost.  The nine days between Christ’s Ascension and Pentecost is a period of 
waiting and preparation for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  During this period the 
disciples didn’t know how long they had to wait or even what they were waiting for; 
today we know what is coming at Pentecost. 
 
For the disciples, they were days with no guidance on how they should use the time; 
just instructions to wait.  We know that they spent the time in prayer, gathering in the 
temple and at home. (Luke 24: 53) 

The Coronavirus has led us to a difficult time of lock down and isolation; a time of 
waiting.  Waiting for the numbers of infections and deaths to fall; waiting to be able to 
go out; waiting to spend time with family and friends.  Most of us will find this extremely 
difficult and sometimes lonely; especially for people who live alone. 

Prayer acknowledges our helplessness and our dependency on God.  We need to pray 
expecting the Holy Spirit to empower us in new ways; to wait for a renewing 
experience of God’s strengthening.   

God wants time to minister to us in the waiting.  He wants to prepare us to receive a 
fresh outpouring of his Holy Spirit.  

When we’re waiting, we often have lots of time to think: Reflect on the following. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 John 5:14 
14 This is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His 
will, He hears us.   
 
1 Peter 5 
6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in 
due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 

Do you sometimes pray to God but don’t feel like he answers? 

Does it feel like your prayers disappear? 

Do you feel worthy to receive this blessing of the Holy Spirit? 



 
God commands us to “Wait!” so that he can heal our wounds; so that he can fill what 
has been left empty.   Listen to what you hear and feel while waiting, both in private 
moments and in the conversations with God.  We are very good a telling God what we 
want or need but we are not so good at listening to what God wants to say to us. 
 
The consequence of the Ascension is the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.  It 
is the beginning of something new, a culmination of the birth, life, death and 
resurrection of Jesus for each one of us.  The ascension is central to our hope in Jesus: 
we say that he died for our sins and that he was raised again, but without the ascension 
we can’t claim with confidence that God has raised us up with Christ Jesus.  
 
During this time between Ascension and Pentecost, acknowledge what is in your heart 
and ask for a Personal Pentecost.  Remember that the Holy Comforter is with you.  
“Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be afraid.” John 14:27. 
 
Christ asks us to wait so that he can heal us. When he heals us, he brings us to a 
fulfilment much greater than we have experienced before because he loves us. 
   

And around the corner are tongues of fire… 
 
Prayers: 
We pray for our church family, our own family and friends and ask for protection for 
them and us. 
  
We pray for all those working on the front line to ensure our lives are more comfortable 
and safe: medical and ancillary staff; staff in supermarkets and suppliers; farmers & 
market gardeners, volunteers bringing supplies; postmen & women, refuse collectors; 
government and parliament, and all who advise them; those working to produce PPE 
and test kits; reporters and presenters on radio and TV; those in prisons; those striving 
in other countries’ health services; peacemakers, politicians, priests and pastors; and 
all those working for justice. 
 
We pray also for all those who are ill at this time; remembering before God those that 
have died, and ask him for peace for those that mourn. 
 
Almighty God, you called your Church to witness that you were reconciling the world 
to yourself: help us to proclaim the good news of your love, that all who hear it may be 
drawn to know you, through Jesus who died on the cross for our sins, and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 
 

Thy Kingdom Come 

This week, people from churches across the world are committing themselves to 
11 days of prayer. Thy Kingdom Come is a global prayer movement that 
invites Christians around the world to pray from Ascension (21st May 2020) to 
Pentecost (31st May 2020) for more people to come to know Jesus. 

A great starting point is to pray for five people you know to become followers of 
Jesus.  
You can access resources on the Thy Kingdom Come website here.   
The diocese of Coventry are adding a daily prayer and video to the website for 
each day of Thy Kingdom Come. View them here.  
Ideas for praying at home during Thy Kingdom Come 2020 Click  Prayer 
Ideas   


