
2020 05 17 Make your Home in Me Jn 14 15-23 
 
Lockdown is certainly restrictive, but it does 
offer certain opportunities as well, as we 
learn to free ourselves from distractions 
and enter into silence. God will hear our 

prayers and teach us his ways.  
Right from the first century, people went into the wilderness to be 
with God. The Kingdom of Heaven is like treasure hidden in a field 
(Mt13). We can learn to look into the centre of our being, the ‘heart’. 
to find the healing presence of God and be set free from our anxiety. 
 
Jesus said, “Keep my commands.” The 10 commands in the Old 
Testament were considered to be ‘The Law’, but the meaning of the 
word ‘Law’ is more like ‘instructions’; a guide to protecting yourself 
and others, much as a stout fence at a cliff edge protects walkers. 
But there’s one command that’s very difficult to keep: number 10 – 
do not covet what your neighbour has; that is too hard!  
 
People cannot be saved 
by their own efforts; it 
just won’t work. It needs 
something much 
stronger that the human 
mind or will to live a good life. That’s why Jesus  ascended to 
heaven, to send his Spirit. Then the disciples prayed for 9 days for 
the Spirit to come. 
The religious leaders in Jesus time, added more and more rules to 
control people. When Jesus gave his own commands, these were 
not to control, but to set people free.  

 Love leads to obedience; and all of Jesus’ teaching came from the 
motive of love; such a huge difference to what the religion of the day 
was offering. His love was the basis of his revealing himself to us. It’s  
for all those who loved him.  And he promised to 
give another counsellor to be with them, the 
Spirit of truth.  
 
Trust linked with love leads to obedience; then the Holy Spirit comes. 
The Spirit is the counsellor, also known as the Advocate, the Helper, 
and the strengthen-er. Not a cuddly warm duvet, but a Spirit of power 
to do what God is calling us to be, and then to do. Many of us may 
feel useless at this time of separation from our work and our loved 
ones. But cling to the truth that it’s not God’s will that a devastating 
virus has attacked; his will is that we love and protect one another 
through social distancing, being alert in our behaviour, and finding 
what God wants us to do in this time. Everyone needs to have 
comfort, love, carefulness and a direction in life. 
 
Now that Jesus is in heaven, his Holy Spirit offers counsel for daily 
life; no-one is left as an orphan: Jesus says, Whoever has my 
commands is the one who 
loves me, and that person will 
be loved by my Father, and 
they will keep my word. 

 
 Jesus didn’t give 
rules to his 

disciples, but did exhort them; his attitude of motivating them through 
love was revolutionary. Loving Christ and keeping his ways were 
crucial.  
 
The Father and the Son have made their home in us, and given us 
the Spirit, the counsellor, who will never leave us. Alleluia! 

Make your home 
in me, as I make 
mine in you. 

What did he command?   
Love each other as I have loved you. 
 Wash one another’s feet.  
Abide in me. Listen to the Truth.  

Jesus said: I am the bread of Life.  
No-one comes to the Father except through me. 

Believe in me.  
Trust me.  
Follow me! 

“I am in the Father and you 
are in me, and I am in you.”  

 My Father will love them, and we will come 
to them and make our home with them.  



So let’s us pray for the Holy Spirit to come and be with us. 
especially from Thursday week 21st of May; to Sunday week, the 31st 
May, which is Pentecost. 
 
Prayers for the gift of the Holy Spirit: 
Dear Father, 
You promised that when we ask for anything in your name 
 you would provide it; 
So we do earnestly ask that you would give your Holy Spirit to us 
 as we pray, 
that we may know that you dwell in our hearts; 
 and that we have made our home in you. 
We ask this through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who is risen, ascended, and lives in glory, 
now and for ever, Amen. 
 
Prayers at the time of Covid-19: 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
Grant to our government great wisdom, 
to our press generosity of spirit, 
to our frontline staff, fortitude and protection, 
and to all who are suffering, 
the knowledge of the greatness of your love. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen 
 
The Blessing: 
Love generously 
Share liberally 
Enjoy beauty 
Embrace kindness 
And make a dwelling place for the Lord Jesus Christ; 
And the Blessing of God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be 
with you now and always Amen! 

 
 
Services you may like to watch or listen to: 
(Some of these need patience as they load) 
 
Canterbury Cathedral YouTube channel for video MP & HC services 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCL4_2pO--uILxV6LSRfjOpw 
 
Coventry Cathedral MP and HC services 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpA7IplNnXF-5NApwSV8vAw 
 
Our own Breakfast service will be on May 24th;  The 4th Sunday each month 
https://www.stmarksflecknoe.co.uk/ 
 
On our main website there are links to several other services: 
https://www.leamvalleychurches.co.uk/ 
 
Radio 4 has a religious item on Sundays at 8.10 am and there’s a worship service 
afterwards. 
 
There a BBC service to watch on TV Sunday morning, or on I-Player later. 
BBC 1 service on Sunday at 10.55 
I think the website is https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p08b51mq 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


